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As per the research results, this week is considered as optimum time for sowing of soybean
crop in Central Zone. Last week, rainfall has been reported in some of the district. Considering the
arrival of monsoon in major soy growing areas as well as optimum time of sowing, farmers are
suggested to follow following measures.
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Sowing may be done after the onset of monsoon and receipt of 100 mm rainfall.
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Grow more than 2-3 soybean varieties (having varied maturity duration) instead of one popular
soybean variety.
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Farmers are advised to use recommended row spacing of 45 cm and 5-10 cm plant to plant
distance at 3-4 cm depth. The seed rate may be followed as 60-70 kg/ha.
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If the spacing is 45cmX5cm, the seed rate required is around 60-70 kg/ha. If the plant-plant
spacing is kept at 10 cm, the per hectare seed rate may be reduced by 30-40%.
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As far as possible, try to sow soybean crop on Broad-Bed-Furrow/Ridge-

Furrow planting system in order to avoid the risk of yield losses due aberrant
weather conditions (drought or scanty/heavy/continued rains).
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Farmers are advised not to mix seed along with fertilizers while sowing. Instead, they may use seed-
cum-fertilizer seed drill for sowing OR broadcast the fertilizers just before the sowing.
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Farmers are advised to apply the recommended quantity of all the nutrients (25:60:40:20
N:P20s5:K20:S kg/ha) at the time of sowing only. The nutritional dose for the central zone
can be supplied through any one of the fertilizers combinations: (1) 56 kg Urea+375-400 kg
SSP+ 67 kg MoP OR (2) DAP @140 kg + 67 Kg MOP+ 25 kg bentonate Sulphur OR (3)
complex fertilizers like 12:32:16 (200 kg/ha) + 25 kg bentonate Sulphur.

Farmers may broadcast the fertilizers sources just before sowing (Table-3) or through use of

seed-cum-fertilizer seed drill during sowing.
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During sowing, seed treatment with fungicide, insecticide and microbial
cultures is very essential in order to protect the crop from different fungal
diseases beside control of stem fly and other vectors. Therefore, farmers are

advised to follow FIR sequence (Fungicide-Insecticide-Rhizobium+PSB
culture/Trichoderma viride) as per the list given in Table 1.
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In case of organic soybean production, farmers are advised to use Trichoderma viride +
Bradyrhizobium japonicum+PSB cultures/liquid biofertilizer/consortia during sowing operation
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(Table 1). :

Growing of soybean with Pigeonpea in 4:2 is found most remunerative in case of rainfed
farming systems. Whereas, intercrops like maize, sorghum, cotton, pearl millet mature along
with the main crop facilitating sowing of subsequent rabi crops, are therefore recommended.
Similarly, the intercropping is also recommended in between the orchards.
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Use of herbicides for weed control: Farmers have a choice of selecting any one among
various recommended Pre-emergence herbicides (Table-2) as per his convenience. It is

suggested to use sufficient water (450-500 litre using knapsack sprayer or 120 litre in case of
power sprayer)
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